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Chamber, Of the half-dozen ministries which held office during
this decade, the most notable were that of Casimir - Perier
(1831-1832), which definitely established the monarchy byre-
pressing disorder and gaining recognition from the Powers ;
and that of Marshal Soult (1832-1836), which chained up repub-
licanism by the " Laws of September." This latter Ministry was
eventually broken up by a split between its two chief person-
alities, Guizot and Thiers. Guizot's outlook was coloured by
the rigid Calvinism in which he was brought up. Under the
Empire he had made a mark as lecturer and writer on history,
his special study being the constitutional struggle of the
seventeenth century in England. When the Bourbons were
restored in 1815 he became leader of the " doctrinaires " who
adopted the creed of English Toryism. Driven out of politics
by the victory of the Ultras in 1820 (§ 89), he had gained re-
election for the Chamber of 1830, and had taken the lead
among the deputies who offered the throne to Louis-Philippe
(§ 100). The chief traits of his political character were his
belief in a franchise restricted to the well-to-do, his contempt-
uous indifference to popular clamour, and his " Tory " view
that the King ought to play a vital part in the conduct of the
Government. thiers, on the other hand, was a quick-witted,
lively improviser—a brilliant debater, quick to grasp ideas and
to assimilate them with his own. He had begun life as a jour-
nalist under the Restoration, and had written a popular History
of the Revolution. He, too, had been conspicuous in the
Revolution of July, leading the revolt of the journalists against
the Ordinances, and drawing up the manifesto in favour of
Orleans. Ardently patriotic, he urged the Government to take
a " forward " policy in foreign affairs, to revive the glories of
France, and to wipe out the humiliations of 1814-1815. His
views on the position of the monarchy were those of the
English Whigs—that the King must choose ministers who have
the support of Parliament. Naturally, the King's leanings were
all to Guizot and his " Centre Droit," but it was not until 1840
that circumstances enabled him to establish it in office.

